
Growing Christ-Centered  Community 
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 This summer at my high school reunion I was reminded of a rather 

embarrassing story about myself.  My senior year I auditioned for the school 

play “Plaza Suite” which is a play about a hotel room and the various people 

that move in and out over the course of time.  I was cast to play alongside a 

senior girl who I will call Lisa.  Because of our school’s schedule the only time 

we had to practice was at 6:00am.  At first I was diligent and made it to 

rehearsals but over time my interest waned and I started to miss.  One day I 

was walking through the hall and Lisa came up to me with all of the body posture of an attack dog 

and asked me point blank “Are you in this play or not?”  I said yes.  She said, “Get to rehearsal!”   

 Over the last few weeks we have been talking about faith as improvisation and how 

sometimes we have to improvise a moment of faith.  This week our theme is frustration; namely 

God’s frustration with the people of Israel.  I told you the story above because there is a 

difference between having to improv a scene because of a technical difficulty or a flubbed line 

and just not showing up and doing the work!  Improvisation is not a way to avoid the work that 

goes into a production nor is grace our way out of being dedicated and diligent disciples.   

 In worship today we will focus on how the people of Israel often misplaced their 

commitment and fidelity to God which caused God heartbreak and frustration.  And yet, we also 

find in the Hebrew Bible that God’s forgiveness endures forever.   

Thanks for being with us in worship today! 

Scott 

Mark your calendars for our next all church potluck and fellowship gatherings.  

     Our first potluck will be Today @ 4:00pm. Please bring a dish and enjoy the program that will be 

presented by Rev. Scott Sharp on this past summer’s General, Annual, and Jurisdictional Conferences 

of The United Methodist Church. Additionally, Pastor Scott will be updating the congregation on the 

work of the Governance Team that includes a 5 year plan.  
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CHURCH STAFF              Rev. Scott Sharp, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Kelly Brooks, Associate Pastor 

Rev. Janet Norden, Associate Pastor 

Scott Zila, Director of Operations 

Jerri Foster, Director of Sanctuary Music Ministries 

Rick Wild, Organist 

Michele Humes, Office Administrator  

Kathy Gough, Office Assistant  

Jesus Valdez, Media Coordinator 

Alesha Bird, ASL Interpreter 

Get connected! Sign up for Central Connections, our weekly electronic newsletter, at 

www.centraltolife.org or send an email to Jesus Valdez at jesusvaldez@centraltolife.org. 

201 University Blvd NE    Albuquerque, NM 87106 (505) 243-7834   www.centraltolife.org 

Services broadcast on KAZQ TV-32—Sunday, 11 am & 7 pm 

Classic Service     8:30am & 11:00am 

Contemporary              11:00am 

Community of Hope        1:00pm 

Children’s Ministries Questions? Contact Pastor Kelly at 

the church office or via email at kellyb@centraltolife.org.  

Sunday School 10:00 -10:45am, 4yr olds - 5th grade. 

Learning through games, crafts, music, and storytelling. 

SOUL Kids Children's Choir: Sundays 9:45-10:00am 

downstairs Children’s Sunday School Classroom. 

Adult Ministries Questions? Contact Pastor Kelly at the 
church office or via email to kellyb@centraltolife.org;  

 Sundays: Adult Sunday School classes meet at 9:45am.  
There are a variety of classes to choose from.  

 Weekdays: Several small study groups to choose 
from: Monday night, Wednesday or Friday mornings.  

Sermon Series 

“From Script to Stage: Faith as Improvisation” 

Mark your calendars for our upcoming fellowship gatherings.  

      In October our fellowship gathering will be held in conjunction with our Trick or Treat Not on the 

 Street event. This annual opportunity for kids to trick-or-treat in a safe environment will be held on 

 the afternoon of Sunday, October 30 @ 3:00-5:00pm. There will be opportunity to have fun with kids 

 as well as fellowship with one another. Contact Pastor Kelly for more information. 

       Our November fellowship event will be on Sunday, November 20. We will have a potluck that afternoon 

       and spend a little time “hanging the greens” and decorating the sanctuary for the Advent season.  

       Again, look for details in the near future. 

 December gathering will be on Sunday, December 4. In addition to this being our Church Conference  

 (our annual meeting), we will also have an early Christmas Church party. We will be collecting gifts 

 and toys to assist ministries in our community. Please plan to attend and prime the pump of 

 Christmas cheer a little early this year. 

 

Our life together as a Christ-centered community is built as we build our relationships with one another.  

I hope that you will be able to participate in all of these fellowship opportunities. 
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